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Kiowa Language Teaching and Learning Goals 

and Objectives 

3-5 years-old 

Overview 
 
The following goals and objectives represent Kiowa language standards for teaching and learning for 
children who are 3-5 years-old. These teaching and learning goals and objectives can be used by 
parents and teachers to determine the specific goal of Kiowa language lessons that are used with 
children in this age group. 
 
Kiowa Teaching and Learning Goals and Objectives for 3-5 year-old children: 
 

THREE TO FIVE YEAR-OLDS 

GOAL: 

To use the Kiowa language to help the learner develop the behaviors that will help him or her 

become successful in kindergarten. 

Teacher Objective T3: Learner Objective L3: 

A. To use the Kiowa language appropriately to 

organize daily routines, explain rules, administer 

consequences and give positive feedback on good 

behavior. 

B. To encourage children to accept responsibility 

and build competence through simple chores. 

To pay attention to what someone is saying, and 

to demonstrate the understanding and capability 

of following rules and daily routines. 

POTENTIAL CHALLENGE: 

Discerning if a child is not following the rules due to a lack of language comprehension or a lack of 

behavioral control.  

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: 

Can use images to support meaning of rules. 

ASSESSMENT 

Teacher observation and evaluation of learner performance:   

Does the student demonstrate that they understand the rule or instructions most of the time? 

Often? Some of the time? Hardly Ever? Never? 
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THREE TO FIVE YEAR-OLDS 

GOAL: 

To use the Kiowa language to facilitate social interactions between peers to a level appropriate for 

learners in kindergarten 

Teacher Objective T4: Learner Objective L4: 

A. To use the Kiowa language to model respect, 

sharing and other appropriate social interaction 

between peers, children and elders. 

B. To provide opportunities for learners to 

work/play with others. 

To be able to get along with and cooperate with 

other children, and to show respect for 

themselves and others in the community. 

POTENTIAL CHALLENGE: 

This may be the only environment in which the child gets this kind of guidance. 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: 

Ensure that the classroom and program activities are supplemented by the family handbook. 

Provide families with notices of cultural events in which the language will be used. Schedule 

opportunities for the children to use Kiowa in the community. Invite community members into the 

classroom to provide Kiowa language interactions and embedded experiences. 

ASSESSMENT 

Teacher observation and evaluation: Does the child play well with others and show appropriate 

respect to others most of the time? Often? Sometimes? Rarely? Never? How often do children 

participate in Kiowa language events and activities outside the classroom? 

 

 

THREE TO FIVE YEAR-OLDS 

GOAL: 

To use Kiowa language and culture to provide opportunities for learners to develop their motor 

skills to a kindergarten level. 

Teacher Objective T5: Learner Objective L5: 

To develop lessons that provide learners with the 

opportunity to follow instructions in Kiowa 

and/or extend lessons with activities that practice 

motor skills, such as games, puzzles, coloring, 

To demonstrate an ability to control movement 

when using paints, colors, scissors or playing 

games or instruments. 
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painting, using scissors, etc. 

POTENTIAL CHALLENGE: 

The teachers may not have the Kiowa language and literacy materials necessary to create a fully 

immersive, cognitively challenging environment. 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: 

Creating and writing the Kiowa language, literacy, and motor skills materials needed in the 

classroom with this age group is key for teachers to be successful. Teachers can also attending Elder 

Mentorship Sessions and keep track of translations from English to Kiowa, as well as Kiowa 

pronunciation and ensure appropriate Kiowa sentences/phrases used. 

ASSESSMENT 

Teacher observation and evaluation: How much control does the child seem to exhibit over his/her 

own movement? Gross motor skills: A lot, some or little?  Regularly or irregularly?  Fine motor skills: 

A lot, some or little?  Regularly or irregularly?   

 

THREE TO FIVE YEAR-OLDS 

GOAL: 

To use Kiowa language and culture to provide opportunities to develop emerging literacy skills to a 

kindergarten level or above. 

Teacher Objective T6: Learner Objective L6: 

A. To use Kiowa to help learners gain 

phonological awareness by identifying rhyming 

words, stress, tone, sound blending. 

B. To use Kiowa to help learners build 

comprehension by using a variety of strategies to 

read and engage learners in short, high interest 

books.  

C. To use Kiowa to help learners establish 

awareness of the alphabet and print material by 

pointing out words as they are read. 

A. To write their own name. 

B. To identify and blend sound units in words and 

to recognize rhyme and clap out rhythm. 

C. To demonstrate understanding of a story 

through sequencing, drama, retelling and other 

strategies. 

D. To demonstrate an awareness that words are 

read from top to bottom, left to right; to 

differentiate picture and print. 

E. Learners will likely demonstrate code-switching 

between Kiowa and English. 

POTENTIAL CHALLENGE: 

Teachers may have concerns about mother tongue (English) interference or subtractive bilingualism. 

Parents may be concerned that learning Kiowa may confuse the child or interfere with the learners 

English language development. 
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POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: 

Teaching staff needs to be aware of the current research in dual language learning and early 

childhood immersion environments for endangered languages. Teaching staff can then explain the 

information to the participating families. Research and rationale can also be shared via newsletters 

and other program marketing materials. The research indicates that children who learn two 

languages in immersive environments actually perform better on cognitive tasks than children who 

are monolingual language speakers. 

ASSESSMENT 

Teacher observation and evaluation: Can the child demonstrate awareness of sound, rhyme and 

rhythm? Excellent, satisfactory, below standard. Can the child demonstrate understanding of a 

story? Excellent, satisfactory, below standard. Can the child demonstrate an awareness of print? 

 

THREE TO FIVE YEAR-OLDS 

GOAL: 

To use the Kiowa language to provide opportunities to develop emerging numeracy skills to a 

kindergarten level. 

Teacher Objective T7: Learner Objective L7: 

A. To model the number and counting system in 

Kiowa. 

B. To use Kiowa to present basic concept of 

addition and subtraction. 

 

A. To accurately count to 10 in Kiowa. 

B. To recognize and produce the Kiowa word for a 

number when given the numerical symbol as a 

prompt. 

C. To use Kiowa to demonstrate a basic 

understanding of counting, addition and 

subtraction. 

POTENTIAL CHALLENGE: 

Teachers may not have a full understanding of the Kiowa number system and all its contexts. 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: 

Through participation in the Elder Mentorship Sessions, teachers can learn and develop 

understanding of the numerical system used in traditional Kiowa society, including its applications. 

ASSESSMENT 

Teacher observation and evaluation:  Can the learner recognize or produce the correct number in 

Kiowa?  Can the learner count to 10? Can the learner demonstrate an awareness of the underlying 

concepts of addition and subtraction (depending on age)? 

 

mailto:info@learnkiowa.org


 

 

 

 

 

Email:  info@learnkiowa.org for more information or go to LearnKiowa.org           Page 5 of 5 
 

THREE TO FIVE YEAR-OLDS 

GOAL: 

To employ the Kiowa language as part of the indigenous ways of knowing and learning approach to 

encouraging children to think about the world around them. 

Teacher Objective T8: Learner Objective L8: 

To provide opportunities for inductive reasoning, 

experiential and inquiry-based learning through 

guided interaction with the natural world, 

environment, seasons, traditions and community 

members.  

To demonstrate a curiosity about the natural 

world, cultural practices and traditional ways of 

knowing and learning. 

POTENTIAL CHALLENGE: 

Teachers as second language learners of Kiowa may not have full understanding of the culture. 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: 

Participation in ongoing Elder Mentorship Sessions will help develop cultural understanding. 

ASSESSMENT 

Teacher observation and evaluation:  Does the learner demonstrate a curiosity about the natural 

world, culture, and traditional ways of being? 
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